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Principal's Corner
On December 2 around 12:45 in the afternoon, a faulty light �xture
sparked and caught �re in the girls' restroom in Annex 3. Our plant staff
responded quickly, extinguishing the �re while students evacuated the
campus. Thankfully no one was injured and there was very little damage
to the restroom. Jefferson Parish Fire Department o�cials arrived on
campus to survey the situation and the determination was made that it
was safe for students to return to their classrooms. Contracted
electricians replaced all similar light �xtures on campus the same day.
As a result of this �re, school administration conducts daily safety checks throughout campus.
Adjustments have been made to emergency evacuation procedures and routes. Speci�cally, changing
where some classrooms exit the school building, staging areas for some grade levels, and keeping a
larger area cleared for emergency vehicles.
Nothing prepares you for a real �re, no matter how many times you practice emergency drills. I am
proud to say that our faculty and staff evacuated the building in record time. Students with special
needs or mobility issues were assisted out of the building. Classes with substitutes had Ellis staff
members assist them in getting students out. Virtual students continued to work even after their
teachers had to quickly leave class.
I can not say that we will never have another emergency like the two �res that started at school this
year. However, we are prepared for any situation that may arise. Parents send their children to school
to learn in a safe, nurturing environment. We remain committed to providing that for our families.
I have requested the full o�cial report for both �res from the Jefferson Parish Fire Department. As
soon as those reports are released, we will make them available for all stakeholders.
Thank you for your continued support and we navigate this very challenging year.
Sincerely,
Lisa Kendrick
Principal

School News

Welcome to our new Social Worker
Ms. Amanda Delchamps is our new social worker at Ellis. Ms. Ellye Millaway and her family relocated
to Georgia during Thanksgiving holiday. We are very happy to have Ms. Amanda join our Ellis family.
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She will continue with in-person and virtual sessions with all of Ms. Ellye’s students. If you have any
questions, please email her at Amanda.Delchamps@jpschools.org

Covid-19 and Attendance
The number of people testing positive for Covid-19 is increasing in our community. There has been a
slight increase in the number of staff and students who must be quarantined because of possible
exposure. When teachers are absent, we cover those classes with our own faculty and staff. Classes
are not combined to prevent mixing of static groups. In some cases, we must use our PE staff to cover
classes. When this happens, our PE schedule must be adjusted. If students must quarantine, they are
able to log into their classes through Google Meet and Google Classroom. If your child is home sick,
even if it is not Covid related, he or she can still log in to class from home. Any student who is
physically not at school, is automatically marked absent and the automated phone call is made to
parents. Students who are quarantined, or out sick, are still marked as an excused absence, even if
they are logged into class remotely. Excused absences do not negatively affect a student’s attendance
record.

If your child is showing symptoms of Covid-19, you will be contacted by the school nurse or the CNA
on campus and your child will need to be picked up from school as soon as possible to be tested.
Teachers and bus drivers maintain seating charts for contact tracing should a student test positive. If
it is determined that your child was in close contact with a con�rmed positive student, your child will
need to quarantine. The school nurse will contact you with next steps.

We are able to determine if students should be quarantine based on seating charts maintained by
classroom teachers, bus drivers and child care. If your child is deemed to be closer than 6 feet for more
than 15 minutes to a con�rmed positive person, your child will need to be quarantined. This does not
mean siblings are automatically quarantined.

If you haven’t already, please become familiar with logging into your child’s Google Classroom. If you
need any assistance, please contact our Librarian, Ms. Rita Hemstreet.

Attendance
Students must attend all virtual classes for the duration of the class. A record of when students log in
and out of virtual classes is kept daily. If a student is marked absent from a virtual class, parents will
receive an automated phone call. Sometimes the recording will say that a student is absent in the
afternoon from a virtual class. This occurs when the class is scheduled later in the day on the original
schedule. Students who miss 4 or more unexcused days may be referred to FINS. Please contact the
school if you know your child will be absent.

Car Rider-Morning Arrival
The car rider line is open from 7:30-8:00 on Elmeer Ave. The process of taking temperatures and asking
Covid-19 survey questions sometimes takes longer than expected. All car riders must be in the car
rider line by 8:00 in order to not be counted as tardy. Morning duty personnel will notify parents who
arrive in the line after 8:00 that they must drop their child off at the front o�ce to be checked in as
tardy.
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Modular Classrooms
The district is providing us with modular classrooms to provide
temporary classroom space while decisions are still being made on the
future of Annex 1. The modular building will consist of 8 classrooms,
restrooms, front and rear entrances and new ActivPanels in each
classroom. There have been some delays with the installation of the
modular classrooms due to foundation work that must be completed before the buildings can be
moved onto campus. The building will be set up on the back �eld. It will be connected to the
breezeway, providing students a covered walkway to their classrooms. Installation is set to begin in
January. Parents should expect changes to car rider arrival and dismissal procedures during
construction. Once we have a �rm date, we will share the new procedures with our families. Below is
sample of what the modular building will look like.

District Updates

Many cars are arriving between 7:55-8:00. This is causing students to arrive at their classrooms after
daily announcements and morning procedures have started. Please consider dropping your child off
earlier if possible. This gives students time to enjoy their breakfast, have some socialization with their
classmates, �nish any homework or have time to study. Coming to class tardy can have a negative
impact on the rest of the day for some students. Excessive tardiness can result in a referral to FINS.

Extended Day
In order to recover the instructional minutes lost from school closures due to Hurricane Zeta, the
district added an additional 30 minutes to the end of the instructional day. The new dismissal time is
now 3:20 pm. Car rider will end at 3:40 pm and After Care will continue to end at 6:00 pm. Students
who are checked out before the end of the school day will be marked absent for time missed.

At Ellis, we are chosing to use the extended time to address individual students' areas of concern. We
are calling it WIN-What I Need. Students will work on speci�c assignments designed by the teacher.
This will appy to our virtual students as well. We are focusing on Math and ELA for 2 week increments.
Since students have a longer instructional day, there will be less written homework assigned.

ActivPanels replacing Promethean Boards
Some good news! Ellis has been selected as the �rst K-8 school to receive the new ActivPanels
approved by the school board in December. We already have 3 of these interactive, touchscreen
boards installed in classrooms that were purchased using a portion of our Title I funds. Every
classroom, including the new modular classrooms, will receive these new boards.
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Virtual Discipline Policy-EnglishVirtual Discipline Policy-English

Virtual Discipline Policy-SpanishVirtual Discipline Policy-Spanish

Virtual Discipline Policy-VietnameseVirtual Discipline Policy-Vietnamese

Virtual Discipline Policy-ArabicVirtual Discipline Policy-Arabic

Interim Virtual Discipline Policy and Code of Conduct
Jefferson Parish Schools has released a Virtual Discipline Policy and Code of Conduct for all virtual
learners. This applies to all of our student in the event we must switch to remote learning due to
inclement weather. Please sign and return the acknowledgment form on page 3 and either return to
school or upload to your child's Google Classroom. Signing the form does not mean you agree, just
that you have received the policy. Links to the policy are below and also on our website. If you would
like a paper copy, we have them available outside the front o�ce.

School Instructional Model Change Request During the 2nd
Nine Weeks

https://www.jpschools.org/cms/lib/LA50000440/Centricity/Domain/180/2020_InterimVirtual_CodeConduct_.pdf
https://www.jpschools.org/cms/lib/LA50000440/Centricity/Domain/180/Microsoft_Word__SPANISH_2020_InterimVirtual_CodeConduct_A.pdf
https://www.jpschools.org/cms/lib/LA50000440/Centricity/Domain/180/2020_InterimVirtual_CodeConduct_A%20.pdf
https://www.jpschools.org/cms/lib/LA50000440/Centricity/Domain/180/ARABIC_2020_InterimVirtual_CodeConduct_A.pdf
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Model Change FormModel Change Form

Love Where You Learn, Love Who You Serve

Holiday Fun
Our PreK -2nd graders had a very special visitor all the way from the
North Pole, socially distanced of course! Students enjoyed a holiday
story, dance party and a sweet treat from the man in red, all while
wearing their pajamas.

If a parent would like to request their child to move FROM Virtual TO In-Person Learning, during the
2nd Nine Weeks Marking period, must complete a School Instructional Model Change Request Form.
Once the form has been completed, signed by the parent and identi�cation provided, email the form
and all documentation to Lisa.Kendrick@jpschools.org. The form is on our website and in the link
below.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxR7gJAt9M_HVqiSrpfFgZJPjOGEReRjwFv8Np49SsFOPgRw/viewform
mailto:Lisa.Kendrick@jpschools.org
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Students of the Year
Every year, each school selects an outstanding 5th and 8th grader to represent them as the Student of
the Year. Teachers nominated eligible candidates to the selection committee. At the end of the process,
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the commitee chose two excellent students. We are pleased to
announced that Marbella Torres-Sifuentes and Thomas Kaska are the
JC Ellis 2021 Students of the Year! Marbella and Thomas will compete
with other students of the year to be considered the Student of the Year
for the district. Congratulations to Marbella and Thomas!

Middle School Sports
Ellis students are able to participate in traditional middle school sports
with Meisler Middle School. Boys Basketball just �nished their season
with two star players-Blake Hooper and Thomas Kaska. The Meisler
Lady Chiefs Soccer Team is holding tryouts January 4-6 from 3:30-4:45.
Interested students should speak with Coach Patrick Walker for more
information.

Our Newest Eaglet
Ms. Plunkett, our 8th grader teacher, welcomed baby Nathaniel Ezra on
December 18. Our newest member of the Ellis family weighed 7 pound 7
ounces and is 19 inches long. Mother and baby are doing well!

Reminders

Box Tops
Parents and Friends, we are starting Box Tops again, but now it is
digital.
Go to BTFE.com to see how. Just download the app. select JC Ellis
Elementary School, then scan your receipt. That’s it!! Thank you for
supporting our school. Please email Dawn.France@jpschools.org if
you have any questions.

Car Rider-Dismissal
With the new dismissal time, car rider will start at 3:20 and end at 3:40. If you are sending some one
else to pick up your child from car rider, the school-issued car tag must be displayed in the windshield.
All cars should enter the line from Bonnabel Blvd and not turn into the line from any cross streets
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Ellis Uniform PolicyEllis Uniform Policy

MyPaymentsPlus Meal AccountMyPaymentsPlus Meal Account

Drivers should follow all tra�c laws and regulations, especially blocking residents' driveways. Once on
campus, please put your car in park and do not use your cell phone. Student safety is our number one
priority.

Uniform Policy
Students in PreK-8th grade are required to wear a mask at all times, including on the bus to and from
school. Masks can be any color or design, but may not contain writing, messaging or inappropriate
images. Administration will determine if a masks is distracting. Parents are encourage to send extra
masks to school and to keep in the student's school bag. The full uniform policy can be found on the
Ellis website. All shirts must have the Ellis logo. Sweatshirts worn in the classroom may not have any
writing and should be solid navy, blue or green.

Facebook

Contact us

801 Brockenbraugh Court, Met… Lisa.Kendrick@jpschools.org

504.833.7254 ellis.jpschools.org/
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